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I am thrilled to be back again writing this newsletter. I missed the opportunity to share information with all of you, as I have been involved conducting my dissertation study. The good news is--I am almost finished and I will soon have new rich information to offer. Best of all the information comes from families who have a young adult with ASD and have already made their journey to community living with their young adult who has ASD. 

This FREE online newsletter is for ALL who are involved and concerned about creating new opportunities that encourage the personal expression revealed in interests, gifts, and talents for the adolescent/young adult with ASD and/or other disabilities. Simply, I can help people see the gifts and talents in our youth. I can teach others how to identify gifts in youth and then use their talents in various settings among peers and interests. 
My intent is to share useful strategies that families initiated, explore ideas that may be useful, and raise awareness about current issues that appear as obstacles along our path to our goals. Most importantly, I encourage all families who are struggling to believe in a better life for their adolescent/young adult and to start taking the steps to guide their young adult to walk their paths and become a “remarkably able” citizen, friend, employee, associate, and consumer within our neighborhoods. It is possible, I promise, because many have achieved it despite the challenges. If you find this newsletter helpful, you may pass it along and thank you for taking time out of your busy day to read.  
Jackie Marquette
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1) WHAT IS REMARKABLY ABLE?
When the student/young adult’s unique personal expression is revealed through his/her specific interest, gift, and talent- that CAN actually lift the individual to a higher level of capability, contribution, and self awareness. The act of identifying and giving a gift CAN open new opportunities: peer connections, participation in organizations/clubs, leisure, employment, defined career direction, and interpersonal growth with greater individual contribution and independence.

I recently watched an interview with Kris Kristopherson on TV and he said this about gifts.

“Doing what you love to do and doing it with your spirit and your heart--that’s as good as it gets.” 

2) SOME EVALUATION QUESTIONS TO IDENTIFY INTERESTS, GIFTS, AND TALENTS 

a) What matters to the child/YA?

b) Is there something that could get your son/daughter excited about each new day? If so what would that be?

c) What delights the child/YA? How could he/she learn more about or practice a skill to improve his/her gift?

d) Does the person lose track of time when involved in an activity? If so, what is it about the activity he/she likes?

 
e) Does she love the challenge of figuring out a problem?

f) Is he curious about a specific thing?

g) When she has a choice between something to learn or being entertained, how often is the learning experience chosen? How often is the entertaining experience chosen over something to learn?

3) POWERFUL THINGS HAPPEN WHEN:

-a student/individual increases self worth and purpose.

-students are offered opportunities to recognize and explore their skills, strengths, and gifts that are useful in employment and leisure.

-young adults start to develop their own vision and set goals.

-communication and collaboration among family and professionals are enhanced.

-agencies, schools, and the community at large partner for the highest good for the individual.

-bonds between family and their young adults are loosened to decrease dependency and enhance greater autonomy.

-information is offered to families about how to help their young adult access services and prepare for the abrupt change that the transition years deliver.

4) JACKIE IS PRESENTING:  THE 11th ANNUAL ASD SYMPOSIUM 2006, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
March 18, 2006. Walking the Path: Identifying and Appling Strengths, Gifts, and Talents for Students with ASD. This presentation is designed to spark innovative thinking about utilizing interests, skills, and talents of people with ASD for productive possibilities: building friendships, leisure/employment, and increasing independence in the community. Assessment strategies that highlight a student’s capabilities with appropriate assistance will be offered. Activities will be provided for determining a student’s interests, skills, and talents to increase the knowledge based regarding options and strategies for students as they transition through the school years.
**If your organization or school is interested in Jackie speaking or delivering a training session, contact Jackie@independencebound.com or 502 742-8756

5) YOU ARE INVITED TO “EXPRESSION OF TRUE COLORS” TRENT AND OTHER ARTISTS’ RECEPTION

-Kentucky Center for the Arts, Art Exhibit, Emerging Artists’ Reception, March 3, 6-9PM,  5th & Main St., Louisville, KY., Show continues from February 24 – April 3, 2006. 
-Kentucky Crafted: The Market, Kentucky Fair and Expo Center, Louisville, KY  Booth #427, South Wing, March 4,5; 9-6PM. All artists exhibiting are juried through the Kentucky Arts Council 
-Expression of True Colors-Art Show, Artists’ Reception (Creative Diversity Art Studio), March 11, 7-11 PM, The River Bend Winery, 10th & Market, Louisville, KY. Come and enjoy the band along with wine tasting. 
6) ART GALLERIES WHERE TRENT’S ART IS AVAILABLE

-LionheART Gallery In the Hyatt Regency, 313 S. 4th Street, Louisville, KY 40202 (SEPT)
-Taste of Kentucky, St. Matthews Mall, Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, KY (SOON)
-Head House Antiques in Middletown, KY 

-Zark’s Fine Design Gallery, Eureka Springs, AR.

-Jasper Wall Studio, Dayton, OH

-Order from the web site:  www.independencebound.com/trentsprints or just call Ralph or Jackie at 502 742-8756 to order or arrange for an appointment to have a private showing. 

7) OUR STORY 
Trent and I walked through unchartered territory to create a life with friendship, employment, and living with increased independence in his own house, with supports. During our journey, I experienced watching Trent live an isolated life, lacking resources and supports. He and I have learned it all by trial, error, and by walking into walls. Most importantly, I know how rewarding it can be to take positive risks that opened doors for Trent and others as well to live expressing their gifts and increasing their personal development as well as independence. 

****To find additional information or read previous newsletters log onto www.independencebound.com

===================================================

**SHARE MY NEWSLETTER 

Feel free to share this newsletter with your friends, family, and professionals. Don’t hesitate to email me with any of your successes with your child or ideas you have for future newsletters. Your needs are important to me. Thanks for taking time out of your day to read this!
 Thank you
Jackie Marquette

***This is an FREE online newsletter. If you want to be removed from the list, please email Jackie at   Jackie@independencebound.com
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WHY?


GREAT BELOW


Why seek gifts in individuals with dis?





Because gifts are the only way that connects us to others.


Expressing our gifts allow us to create with full emotion in ways we cannot do in relationships.


(AUSTISM)


(People aren’t aware how to explore)


Expressing our gifts allow us to achieve in areas that show us strong, and use our gifts to work through areas we are weak. Expressing our gifts allow others to see the positive in us.





Expressing and using our gifts allow us to by pass the way others may have defined us through IQ scores, standardized tests.





Expressing our gifts allow us to by pass society’s view of our disability and its limitations on our lives.





Expressing our gifts allow us to high light our strengths and diminish our weaknesses.





We all win when we focus on helping others identify and use their gifts.
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