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I want to personally invite you……. 
to one of my first seminars. I am thrilled to be sharing with you practical ideas and user friendly activities for the classroom or at home that can increase an individual’s self awareness and independence. I can share with you numerous true life experiences of individuals and the family who made difficult choices and initiated necessary steps that led to the young adult’s meaningful and independent life. The examples I refer to draw from: my research, students I helped through consulting, and lastly, Trent and my experiences. Certain patterns and themes were noted among all of the individuals as well as among the families who actively guided the individual. Crucial choices led to enriching and challenging experiences that impacted positive growth outcomes. These findings are valuable for all to know.

The Walking the Path seminar is for you if these questions spark your curiosity.

Are you a teacher/professional asking these questions?

1) How can I better serve children with DD and ASD in my classroom in developing increased self awareness and in becoming more independent?
2) Is there an assessment tool to evaluate personal growth and capability in 7 domains of living?
Are you a family/advocate asking these questions?

1) “How can I help my son feel good about his life now?” and “How can my son continue to have new opportunities to learn and grow during transition years.”
2) “I wonder what my son could possibly do to be employed as an adult?”
3) “I worry about how my daughter will get the supports she will need to have a job or go to college or just live daily?”
4) “I am concerned for my daughter’s safety when she is away from me and I fear looking ahead into her adult years?”
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************************************************************************1) Where and when are the seminars?: 
November 3, 2006  Paroquet Springs Conference Center, 395 Paroquet Springs, Dr  Shepherdsville, KY 502 955-7009— Deadline for early registration is October 20, 2006

November 16, 2006: Receptions Conference Center, 5975 Boymel Dr, Fairfield, OH,
513 860-4100—Deadline for early registration is November 6, 2006               

2) Who should attend?  The WP seminar is for school personnel, professionals, and family/advocates who are interested in learning more about how students, adolescents and young adults with DD and ASD can reach living their own life with goals and purpose. Their outcomes become powerful when viewed in terms of having the support to pursue goals. 

3) What is Walking the Path (WP) about? It is about unlocking the doors to personal growth and independence for students with DD and ASD. WP is based upon Jackie’s dissertation research with 28 parents and 15 young adults with ASD who established living independently as well as her professional experiences with families and students. Her son Trent has autism and lives independently with supports.   

4) What is included with the seminar? a) A comprehensive handout with specifically stated learning objectives, activities, and strategies from the Walking the Path model. b) A demonstration of realistic activities the student can do to help reveal hidden strengths and gifts and grow personally, c) Introducing a new rating scale that measures an individual’s capability and independence (with supports) d) A comprehensive list of additional resources to access and study.

5) How Much Does It Cost? Registration is $95 for a professionals and $75 for family/advocates. There will be a $10 per person additional charge after the deadline.

6) When should I Register? Register now--space is limited. Once this seminar is full, additional registrations cannot be accepted.

7) How do I register? There are 4 easy ways to register: a) on our website, b) by telephone, c) by fax, and d) by mail. Just give us a call or use the handy registration form.

What is the cancellation policy? 30 or more days prior to the seminar: 100% refund, 10 or more days: 50% refund, Less than 10 days prior to the seminar: sorry no refunds.

8) How to unlock the doors to developing the student’s social and emotional side?  Behavior plans and treatment selections are often significant in addressing the negative behavioral aspects of a person’s disability. But using therapy and independent skills taught in classroom settings alone will not lead the individual into a life of personal growth and well being. We must  1) initiate a change of focus from deficits to capabilities, 2) dispel societal myths about limitations surrounding persons with DD and ASD,  3) explore interests through a process leading to self awareness, 4) determine supports, then network to create realistic opportunities to meaningful daily living, having friends, employment, self employment, college, and independence.

9) Practical, fun, and age appropriate activities to promote personal growth and independence. It is natural that adolescents and young adults have a deep desire for purpose and independence within their day. Although disability limitations are a reality, most individuals have skills, personalities, and strengths that when identified and applied can open doors to inclusive settings, employment, and relationships. There are activities and strategies for networking that can illuminate the next step along the path. These activities are informational and enjoyable for all. 

10) Who is Jackie Marquette? Jackie is an author, researcher, and consultant. Her dissertation research 1) explored how families guided young adults with ASD to live independently and 2) created a rating scale for measuring a person’s capability and independence. Jackie taught special education and consulted professionally for a combination of 18 years. Her son Trent has autism, is employed, and lives independently, and has become a nationally known artist.       
11) Jackie’s Mission: to guide professionals and advocates who help people with all levels of disabilities to live with a sense of well being and independence using their best strengths and gifts.
12) Mail Registration and payment to: The Marquette Group, 7514 Warrenton Hill Ct., Louisville, KY  40291……Questions? Call 502 742-8756 Fax 502 742-8487  or contact us on the web: www.independencebound.com.  Seminar scholarships are available for some families.
************************************************************************
Registration Form


Professional $95    Family/Advocates $75.00  Add $10.00 after registration deadline. 


Please check desired seminar(s) 

Name(s):_______________________                                     
_______ Shepherdsville, KY (deadline 10/20/06) 

_______ Fairfield, OH (deadline 11/06/06)


Address:___________________________________ State:___________ Zip_____________ 

Phone:______________   E-mail:____________________________

Credit Card#_________________________________  Exp Date:__________  MC    VISA

*Please enclose check, money order, or credit card information for total number of attendees
************************************************************************
13) Trent Altman’s Upcoming Art Fairs and Exhibits—Look for TRENT’S PRINTS
*Sept. 23 & 24, Madison Chautauqua, Southern Indiana’s Premier Outdoor Juried Fine  

 Arts & Crafts Show, Madison, IN. 
*October 6, 7, 8 St. James Art Fair, Louisville, KY., 4th Street, Booth Number 733.

*************************************************************************SHARE MY NEWSLETTER 

Feel free to share this newsletter with your friends, family, and professionals. Don’t hesitate to email me with any of your successes with your child or ideas you have for future newsletters. Your needs are important to me. Thanks for taking time out of your day to read this!
Jackie Marquette

***This is an FREE online newsletter. If you want to be removed from the list, please email Jackie at   Jackie@independencebound.com

You can read previous Newsletters written by Jackie listed on the web site:  www.independencebound.com
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WHY?


GREAT BELOW


Why seek gifts in individuals with dis?





Because gifts are the only way that connects us to others.


Expressing our gifts allow us to create with full emotion in ways we cannot do in relationships.


(AUSTISM)


(People aren’t aware how to explore)


Expressing our gifts allow us to achieve in areas that show us strong, and use our gifts to work through areas we are weak. Expressing our gifts allow others to see the positive in us.





Expressing and using our gifts allow us to by pass the way others may have defined us through IQ scores, standardized tests.





Expressing our gifts allow us to by pass society’s view of our disability and its limitations on our lives.





Expressing our gifts allow us to high light our strengths and diminish our weaknesses.





We all win when we focus on helping others identify and use their gifts.
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