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My intent is to share strategies from other families, explore and share ideas that lead to positive outcomes, and to raise awareness about current issues that help minimize the obstacles our youth face daily. Young adults can walk their paths to live as citizens, have associations and friends, be employed, and enjoy being a consumer within our communities. It is possible because many others have achieved it, even with the challenges and regardless of disability severity. If you find this newsletter helpful, share it with others. Thank you for taking time out of your busy day to read.  

Jackie Marquette
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1) A Recipe for Success through Years of Struggle, Meet Bill

2) Jackie’s Speaking Schedule 

3) Jackie’s new book soon available through AAPC
4) Jackie’s Practice

5) Trent’s Art Exhibits

================================================================================

1) A Recipe for Success through Years of Struggle

I want to highlight people with ASD who have overcome obstacles to reach the transition from high school to a life that is uniquely their own, respected and accepted. 

Meet Bill
· He had a mother who loved him dearly, but died when he was 5 years old.

· Throw in a diagnosis of a learning disability and extreme speech problems in his early school years.

· Add one negative comment made about his speech by his grandma, Bill disliked her for next 15 years.

· Add a heaping dose of high intelligence. 

· Blend in struggles during the school years with behavior problems and no friends.

· Sprinkle in great speech teachers that dad found.

· Add a shadow of belief, a misdiagnoses at 11 years old with an attachment disorder, all from the death of his mother.

· Add a relationship with a caring step mother when Dad remarried, he was 11 years old. 

· Add two bad choices and one result: 1) tried to convince a fellow student to burn down his high school, 2) was taken to juvenile court, and 3) he tried to commit suicide.

· Add two servings of: 1) excelling in math, and 2) learning to empathize because of a good social studies teacher who taught him to look at the world and to see the human conditions of the disadvantaged.

· Sprinkle in a diagnosis of autism at 18 years of age.

· Add a strong desire to earn a college business degree.

· Add two ripened years of college, but dropped out when he became involved with two students and the drama of their lives, his grades slipped and he quit. 

· Add a shadow of disappointment, “I will never get a business degree.”

· Add a heaping dose of shock, Grandma died.

· Add a double sprinkle of insight, two weeks after her death he applied to the IRS for a job. Grandma tried to convince him for years to apply because of his skill and interest in math.

Today Bill lives independently, has been working at the IRS for 5 years, and has made a couple of promotions. His associations through work allow him to participate in sporting related events. He travels independently to attend concerts by his favorite groups. Dad said proudly, “Not too bad for a child whose mother died at 5, had a learning disability, autism, and struggled educationally and socially.” 

2) Jackie’s Speaking Schedule: 

February 15, 2007, Elizabethtown, KY., Community Based Work Transition Program, Autism and Building Employment Supports. Joining speakers include: Troy Klabor, Jason Williams, and Trent Altman.

March 15, 2007, Boise, Idaho. KEY NOTE: Walking the Path Model: Creating Unique Transition Opportunities Empowering Families through Knowledge Conference, Idaho Parents Organization.

April 3, 2007, Wilmington, Delaware, Guest Speaker, Autism Society of Delaware monthly meeting. 

April 4, 2007, Dover, Delaware. Creating Independent Living for Youth with ASD, Co-sponsored by Autism Society of Delaware and Lower Delaware Autism Foundation. 

To see more on Jackie’s schedule go to: http://www.independencebound.com/news/sitenews.asp
3) Jackie’s new book available soon:

Becoming Remarkably Able: Walking the Path to Gifts, Interests, and Personal Growth will be available for purchase through Autism Aspergers Publishing Co., spring 2007. www.asperger.net. This is a workbook model complete with strategies that guide youth with ASD and DD to personal growth and increased independence. Learn to design and implement your own G-TAP (Gifts and Talents Action Plan) and design and write a MAP (My Action Plan). The WP © model is for everyone, high functioning to the more severely involved. It also applies to any disability.
4) Jackie’s Practice

Marquette Consulting: 1) can assist the youth and their family to plan for today and the future 2) add professional depth to your organization’s staff, and 3) provide school districts with a new tool that will help increase successful student transitions and meet their transition requirements for serving youth with disabilities.

The CAIS © scale is a new research tool I have developed. It is very different from other assessments as it focuses on measuring “capability” rather than “deficits” in a person with a disability. The scale is an inside-out approach that reveals a person’s strengths and areas of need “with supports” and on his own “independently”. All issues and concerns are unique to each family and so are the solutions. 
I am happy to speak and share information at your next support group meeting. Just call to schedule a date.
To find out more about what Jackie can offer, go to 
http://www.independencebound.com/Book%20Reviews.htm 
OR

to inquire about Jackie delivering a Walking the Path seminar in your area go to: http://www.independencebound.com/Trainings_Seminars.htm 
5) Trent’s Art Exhibits
-The Kentucky Center, Art Exhibit, “The Dragon”, 5th & Main St., Louisville, KY., Show continues from January 20 through March 30, 2007. 
-Kentucky Crafted: The Market, Kentucky Fair and Expo Center, Louisville, KY  Booth #417, South Wing, March, 1 – 4, 2007. 
To read Trent’s bio and to see his art go to: http://www.independencebound.com/Trent's_Bio.html
**SHARE MY NEWSLETTER 

Feel free to share this newsletter with your friends, family, and professionals. Don’t hesitate to email me with any concerns or successes with your child, adolescent, or young adult. Please offer any ideas you have for future newsletters. Your needs are important to me. Thanks for taking time out of your day to read this!

Previous Newsletters written are listed on the web site:  www.independencebound.com
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 Jackie Marquette
**This is an FREE online newsletter. If you want to be removed from the list, please email Jackie at  Jackie@independencebound.com.












WHY?


GREAT BELOW


Why seek gifts in individuals with dis?





Because gifts are the only way that connects us to others.


Expressing our gifts allow us to create with full emotion in ways we cannot do in relationships.


(AUSTISM)


(People aren’t aware how to explore)


Expressing our gifts allow us to achieve in areas that show us strong, and use our gifts to work through areas we are weak. Expressing our gifts allow others to see the positive in us.





Expressing and using our gifts allow us to by pass the way others may have defined us through IQ scores, standardized tests.





Expressing our gifts allow us to by pass society’s view of our disability and its limitations on our lives.





Expressing our gifts allow us to high light our strengths and diminish our weaknesses.





We all win when we focus on helping others identify and use their gifts.


  














