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8) ABOUT JACKIE
1) PURPOSE FOR THIS NEWSLETTER
My work involves helping students with disabilities transition from high school to adult life. Unfortunately, I see too many young persons and their families struggling to find employment and other necessary community services that help smooth their child’s movement into post high school life. 

With my personal situation, I spent years searching for ideas and services that would assist my son to live and work in an inclusive setting. Trent has autism and is 26 years old. He has enjoyed living a purposeful independent life in his own home for three years now. It was not easy for Trent and me. We had a mountain to climb and we almost gave it all up. I know the challenges and fears because I lived them. Trent and I grew and learned from it all. For that I am grateful. Our learning continues because Trent and I are still on our journey. 
As a result, I am offering this online newsletter to explore ideas and creative options for community living. My intention is to open a dialogue among individuals with disabilities, their families, and professionals. Hopefully, we can raise awareness about the issues we all face and the dreams we have for our children who will become adults or are already. 

2) SCHOOL DISTRICTS’ ROLE IN STUDENT TRANSITION TO ADULT LIFE
School districts have a responsibility and a significant role in helping students with all disabilities successfully make the transition to adult life. IDEA is the ultimate roadmap to a student’s life after high school and is driven by goals, objectives and other coordinated transition activities. The key outcomes that determine students’ success into their new adult living: employment (hopefully matching his/her interest and contributions to the job), college or a training program to include military. However, a result often overlooked and not assessed by school districts includes the student’s movement into an apartment or house arrangement with others that is apart from family. Although this transition is dependent upon acquiring key outcomes such as employment and training, it is one outcome that should be assessed even if it is a year or two after graduation. Thus another question that must be assessed is, “How well are students with disabilities making the transition to truly living independently apart from family.” This is an important outcome as federal legislation IDEA, views “independence” as a fundamental concept (Blue-Banning & Turnbull, 2002). 
Living independently is unanimously recognized among professionals and researchers as best practice. Unfortunately, most persons with disabilities continue to live with their family years into adult life (Blue-Banning & Turnbull). Achieving the dream to grow, and experiencing the freedom from total dependence on family members is difficult, and it rarely occurs for individuals with moderate to severe disabilities such as autism. As a result, it is critical that school districts find additional approaches to teach self advocacy, provide useful information and offer trainings to students and families about adult and college life, agencies, and other services. 
Each person’s situation for achieving independence is so varied, because of the uniqueness of each one and each family. Essentially, finding creative ways to live independently even with assistance and seeing its value is so complex in its design, yet it is so simply common sense when based on individual needs.

3) ANNOUNCING A TRANSITION FAIR

One particular option of providing information is through hosting a district-wide transition fair (some have named it a resource fair). Hardin County Schools in collaboration with Elizabethtown Independent Schools will host another transition fair on February 19, 2004. Last February Hardin County Schools held a fair that drew nearly 400 people. Note some of the benefits that came out of Hardin County School’s Transition Fair include: 

-Students and families received information about a variety of options about colleges and training programs.

-Families received information about particular state agencies, services and resources.

-A major outcome resulted in an interagency agreement with Dept. of Vocational Rehabilitation, Hardin County Schools and United Parcel Services to employ some of our students with special needs. (A rare opportunity)

-The community at large obtained information about community services that all can access and participated in a fun event that offered participants a chance to win door prizes and listen to a variety of informative speakers. All combined promoted awareness for persons with disabilities and their capabilities.


-Some of the comments that attendees reported on evaluation sheets: 
Great program needs to continue.
Great Speakers
Thought information was very informative for students and families.
Good Fair, Useful information
Awesome fair and prizes
  
4) AUTISM DIGEST EXHIBITS TRENT’S ART: 
Look for a full display of Trent’s art in the Nov/Dec issue of Autism Digest.
Trent’s art is now offered in 11 different prints of his paintings, matted in beautiful decorative colors, and three different sizes. Browse through Trent’s art on our web site: www.independencebound.com. All eleven prints can be purchased 1) from our web site, 2) calling Jackie at 502 742-8756 for private showing, or 3) at these retail locations:
 “The Teale House” in Louisville, KY

 “The Other Place” on Bardstown Road, Louisville, KY. 

“The Head House Antiques” in Middletown, KY.

“Buffalo Crossing Gift Shop” in Shelbyville, KY.

“The Gallery” in Clarkson, KY

Trent’s Art has been exhibited----

Loyola University, Chicago, Autism One Conference, May 2003


Meijers Dept. Store, Preston Hgwy., Louisville, KY,  April 2003 to ?
City Café in Louisville, KY, April, May 2003


Barnes and Noble in Elizabethtown, April (ARTIST OF THE MONTH), 
May 2003

Hardin County Schools, Special Ed. Dept., Mulbery Helm, Elizabethtown, 

KY.  May 2003 -

Trent was ARTIST OF THE MONTH (in August, 2003) at The Gallery,

Clarkson, KY 

5) CONFERENCES, ART AND CRAFT SHOWS, TRENT’S PRINTS (Mark Your Calendars!!!)
Trent’s Prints will be exhibited and sold:

Nov. 15- Male High School, Louisville, KY
Nov. 23, 24, 25 – Conference on Programs for Exceptional Children, “No Educator Left Behind” Galt House East, Louisville, KY.
Dec. 5 (3:00 to 9:00 pm), Dec. 6 (9:00 to 3:00 pm) Winter Fair (Juried Artists)

6) ABOUT JACKIE’S BOOK

Independence Bound is a story and a how-to book about a man with autism and his family’s transition to independent living. Jackie details their journey through the difficult years after high school to finally achieving independent living. She offers insights and provides hope with practical steps that she found helpful. The book encourages others as they journey the path to independent living. 
You can read passages from Jackie’s book on the web site: www.independencebouond.com

Where can Jackie’s book INDEPENDENCE BOUND be purchased?
Harmony House Publishing 1- 800- 809-9334

Barnes & Noble, Louisville, KY. 
Barnes & Noble, Elizabethtown, KY
Hawley Cooke, Louisville, KY
Joseph Beth Book Stores in Lexington, KY 
Books-A-Million, Owensboro, KY

Barnes & Nobler, Bowling Green, KY

Web Site:  www.independencebound.com  (Prints and Book can be ordered safely off the web site)     

7) I WANT YOUR FEEDBACK
You can read previous Newsletters written by Jackie listed on the web site:  www.independencebound.com
I want to hear from you. Let me know your ideas as well. Do you have suggestions that have worked well for your adult or your family during this transition phase to share? 

Feel free to share this newsletter with your friends, family, and educators. Don’t hesitate to email me with any ideas you have for future newsletters. Your needs are important to me. Thanks for taking time out of your day to read this!

8) ABOUT JACKIE: 
Currently Jackie consults with Hardin County Schools and helps transition students with disabilities to resources, supports, and employment to life after high school. Jackie has over 15 years of experience as a special educator and consultant. She wrote a grant in 1999 and developed the Autism Community Training (ACT) project through the Kentucky Autism Training Center. The project connected persons with autism to resources that secured employment in the community. 

She is writing her doctoral dissertation at the University of Louisville to discover strategies for establishing independent living for adults with autism and their families. She has a master’s degree from Western Kentucky University and a bachelor’s degree from Kentucky Wesleyan College. Jackie’s goal is to help people with disabilities and their families reach their dreams for independence. She offers information through other publications and her monthly online newsletter. Jackie has three adult sons Todd, Trent, and Travis.

www.independencebound.com
email: jam4independence@aol.com

Keep Dreaming Your Dreams  

Jackie Marquette
***This is an online newsletter. If you want to be removed from the list, please email Jackie at   Jam4independence@aol.com
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